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Featuring:
Mark Halperin, Michael Steele,

Goldie Taylor, & Steve Gill
Noted scholars include:

Siegfried Wiessner, Helen Elaine Lee,  
Dr. Charles Hubbard, and Akram Faizer

Based on President Abraham Lincoln’s “House Divided”
speech, given on June 16, 1858, which emphasized 

the importance of healing the political divide 
for the good of the nation. 
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Kathy Baughman at (865) 545-5340 or  

by email at kathy.baughman@lmunet.edu.

Mark Halperin is Time Editor-at-Large 
and Senior Political Analyst. He is the 
co-author of the New York Times #1 
best-seller Game Change: Obama and 
the Clintons, Palin and McCain, and the 
Race of a Lifetime (Harper, 2010), now 

an acclaimed film from HBO. Halperin is a senior political 
analyst for MSNBC, where he appears regularly on 
“Morning Joe” and other programs.

Michael Steele is Former Chairman 
of the Republican National Committee. 
Following a successful legal career 
where he practiced as a corporate 
securities attorney, Steele later started 
his own consulting firm. He served as 

chairman of the Maryland Republican Party from 2000 to 
2003, and became the Maryland Lieutenant Governor in 
2003. Steele was elected RNC Chairman by a final vote 
of 91 to 77 over Katon Dawson.

Goldie Taylor is a Media Consultant 
and frequent CNN contributor. Taylor is 
managing director of Goldie Taylor Brand 
Communications, a New York-based 
media consultancy. A veteran, journalist, 
political strategist, and author, Taylor 

started her career over 24 years ago as an active duty 
Marine.

Steve Gill is a Radio Talkshow host. 
Gill, based in Nashville, Tennessee, 
is currently serving as a political 
commentator on Nashville television 
station News 2 WKRN, and his radio 
show, The Steve Gill Show, is broadcast 

across the state of Tennessee and on approximately 40 
stations around the country via syndication through Radio 
America. Talkers Magazine regularly recognizes him as 
one of the most influential talk show hosts in the country. 

Akram Faizer joined the LMU faculty 
as an Assistant Professor of Law in 
July 2011. Prior to joining the LMU 
faculty, Faizer was a practicing attorney 
in Buffalo, NY. While practicing as an 
attorney, Faizer was the first person to be 

awarded the Hanna S. Cohn Young Lawyer Award by the 
New York State Bar Association for pro bono legal service 
to his community. Faizer graduated from the University of 
Notre Dame Law School in Notre Dame, Indiana.

Helen Elaine Lee is associate professor 
of fiction writing in the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology’s Writing and 
Humanistic Studies program and 
writer-in-residence with the Solstice 
Low-Residency MFA program at Pine 

Manor. She was educated at Harvard College and 
Harvard Law School. Lee is the author of four novels 
including: The Serpent’s Gift, Water Marked, Life Without 
and The Hard Loss. 

Siegfried Wiessner is a professor of 
law at St. Thomas University School 
of Law and the founder and director 
of its LL.M. and J.S.D programs in 
Intercultural Human Rights. He is editor-
in-chief of Martinus Nijhoff’s Students 

in Intercultural Human Rights. Wiessner teaches U.S. 
Constitutional Law and International Law. 

Dr. Charles Hubbard serves as 
professor of history , Lincoln historian and 
director of the Abraham Lincoln Institute 
for the Study of Leadership and Public 
Policy at Lincoln Memorial University. 
A noted Lincoln expert, Hubbard was 

awarded a special Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial edition of 
The Order of Lincoln, the highest honor bestowed by the 
State of Illinois, in 2009. He was honored for his lifetime of 
work in the field of Lincolniana which includes five books.
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